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This' year, for the first time, we are producing “the NUTS annual entirely from
our own resources. It is essential thay we promote and sell the.beok to max-
imum effectiveness, and we thus ask for’ the elp of _ll,members in achieving

this aim." ey ‘
FN

We are: confident that the book will be published before the end of April and
"ask for your . ‘help:-in. the following ways: G B

1. Please’ Sell as many- béoks as’ you can,. ' .
2. Contact local clubs in your area to interest them.
3. Try to interest ‘local Press and: radio. e

The first point is perhaps the vital one.". Particularly at early season meet-
ings it is easily possible to sell 10 or 20. copies by taking them round .the
crowd or gétting & mention on the PA system, It is vital that members, part-'
icularly those in the provinces, make every effort to sell at their loecal. .
meetings, for the spectators and athletes are the obvious. market for the

" book.

Please send your orders for UK ATHLETICS ANNUAL : 19?5 to AndreW‘Huxtable who
will arrange for your copies to be "sent .to you (direct from. the printers if
you order ‘more -than lO).. By getting in edrly, all members ought to.be able -
to sell 20 ‘books eachy  If you find you have over-ordered, contact Andrew by
telephone ‘80" that he ‘ean re-arrange distribution.A L

We belfeve that local Press and radic:would be interested in the book. Try
to interest them by picking out members of clubs in their areas or by fasci~
nating "titbits" from.the book - oldest, youngest, mostest, etc.

The book: will beé on ‘Sale at £1- and will 4nelude Records UK A1l Time Top lO
1974+ lists at all age-groups and the Index. Thus for the first time all .
these features will appear in oné book. The front cover will show Brendan
Foster settifig’ WR-3000m - so we ought o sell & few coplies in Gateshead! o
NUTS' members- will be entitled’: to a"5% commission on any sales. they make and -
should send proceeds from sales as soofi as. possible to Brian Nott. . -

PLEASE COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM ENCLOSED AND RETURNfAS SOON AS POSSIELE l!!

WHO?S WHO IN THE NUTS

David Allan Hendy b 13 July 1943, Weston-super-Mare (Somerset, how Avon),
1.71m/62,0kg; teachers married, no children; other intérests: reading,
traVel, drinking beer photography, best. marks: '10M* (road)’ » 52:15, 2OM -,

1:51:55, Mar =~ .2:28 218 %reatest marks witnéssed: 12:52.% Ron clarke (1965),
50 97 Marilyn Neufville 1970), 8 15.2 Anders Garderud (l97h

1975’ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Please noté ‘that the AGM this year will be held on the evening of S turda .
12 July, that-is, after the first day of the European .Cup’ semi-fina% (mengz

We are hoping to hold it at Crystal Pa ace National Sports C
details will be circulated latgr. L | Po entre, full

MISCELLANY . L R
§ In NUTS Notes (Vol 8 No h) I ave a. list of athletes a earin 1n
;ggzrent Biography" for the pegiod l9hl-69. Here is an?ﬁpdatigg of that
s.

1971 Ron Clarke _, 1973 «Michael- K-:illa_nin 197# Bob Seagren -
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WHO WAS THE GREATEST? ... LET’S SETTLE IT! (or: How to stick one’s neck out)
by Richard Szreter '

In the winter the nut’s fancy turns to the glorious deeds of the season
that’s gone ... an ageing nut’s - like this one’s - brain feverishly and
nostalgically compares its "greats" with the "greats" of yesteryear .,. and
the mass medla urge us to vote for the "Top Ten" in tiddlywinks or the sexi-
est thing in rounders of 197%... TR e :

Seriously though - well, fairly seriously: like most NUTS members, I sus- .. -
pect, I am & sucker for round figures (of all kinds), and it has occurred to
me that post-war athletics has now completed exactly 30 seasonsj 80 wouldn’t
it be a splendidly futile exercise to select (I d1d not say "agree on") the
"Tep Ten"™ in men’s track and field since 1945? I mean, I, for one feel
quite firm about all of my Top Two (1. Zdtopek 24 Oer%er;,.so if the Editor
should: decide. to back me, I'd like to invite ail members to vote for the Top
Ten athletes of 1945-74 - or, if the exercise is.too painful, make it "Top
30" to match the awesome length of the period. , -
Apart from actually coming 1p with the Great Idea, and prior to sticking out.
my neck and putting forward my choice, I would like more soberly to suggest .
a set of criteria - and to argue for an overtly impressionistic rather than .
quantitative assessment (can be subjective, too - if you’d seen. the condit-
lons under which Bob Mathias won the 1948 G decathlon - never mind his =
agé - aSI did, well oo-)o : - l . ’ S

It seems to me that four yardsticks of athletics greatness may legitimately -
be considered: first, a man’s record in major international meetings. Olym-
pic medals (well, at this level of "competition" I suppose it has to be gold
medals) to count way, way ahead of anything else, thereafter Eurdpean Champ-.
ionships,jcommonwealthiGames<and'SU'rbﬁth.f»ségcndly, a man’s "record of -
recqyds"~avhis;ﬁramessfin;terms~afﬁﬁmya$~ii‘,1hﬁgndfthé“méésuriﬁgifipé”i*:"ﬁ;
at this level of "ecompetition" s again, I fear it has to be world records to
really count (well, split my infinitivel). These two criteria seem to me to
be fairly obvious and simple. My third one is less- simple: the length of = -
period the man managed:to: stay at the -top - say, -among the top ten, or
better, in the world’s iists and. rankings from his first to his last appear-
ance thereln (Viren looks a trifle pale here - but he’s still young). - Last,
but -certainly not least, a rather ‘tricky one: Just how far, how completely,.
did the man dominate his event(s) in his prime - did he smash records and -
rivals: by large margins or only just, did he win and win and win, or.just,
say, W6, L 2, D {well..,) 1% R o N LT
Having suggested quite boldly the-abeve set of criteria, I feel less happy
about going against my - and my fellow NUTS members’® - statistical nature
and suggesting that we do pot tabulate and quantifyl In the main, I do so
for two reasons. One, that there is no. "equality of opportunity" in athlet-
ies comparisons of,this sort, e.g. only Europeans (give or take the odd Mon-
golian or Moroccan) are in a position to compete at the highly prestigious ..
Eurepean'championﬁhipAmeets;;sqme.eventg“appear_to?SOme‘peoﬁlewmore gy dmor=
ous" or tougher than others; above. all, perhaps, runners often-compete in up-
to three or even four events (relays included) while. field events men hardly
evér 1n more than one.: Secondly, I consider my final criterion very import:
ant indeed, and Iife being short, it would be a terribly time-consuming task
to accumulate adequate data for this onel And, besides, I don’t want you to-
tell me that I cannot be consistently true even to my own criteria in the

' sts below, do I?: -~ - o T R _

So here goes: R.5.’s Tcﬁ'Teh ﬁ£r§m.théré fb.eternity"4~'

1. Emll Zdtopek (CSSR) 6. Vladimir Kuts (USSR)
2. Al Oerter (USA) g. Bob Beamon (USA) _
3. Harrison Dillard (USA) . Valyeriy Brumyel (USSR)

. Abebe Bikila (Ethiopia) 9. Bob Mathias (UsSA)
5. Peter Snell (NZ) 10, Jdzef Schmidt (Poland)



) " '_3_ L T *:",";' o ' .'_"
If you think I placed Dillard too high well, 1t may again be-that first
Olympic show I ever actually saw in '48 ... and if you think I’ve:rather
gone back to my Polish antecedents with Schmidt, remember that his WR (a
"barrier" at that - 17m) stuod for 8 years and might well -have stood longer
but for the Tartan and thin air at Mexico City.. ILf anyone is placed too
high, by a fluke almost, 1t’s surely Beamon - but what a fluke!

Some newspapers I know which indulge in the "Top . Ten" polls to keep their
readers happy during the dead season, publish also, by way of consolation
to other luminaries, the next ten in order of voting, I don’t know about:
consolation, but Just to anticipate, if not actually ward off, accusations.
of utter ignorance and cockeyed partiality, allow me to confeéss my nos 11-

11. Kip Keino (Kenya) - . 16. Lasse Viren (Finland) . -
12, Parry O’Brien (USA) lg. Alain Mimoun (France) -
13, Herb Elliott (Australia) 18. Viktor Sanyeyev (USSR)

1%, Glenn Davis (USA) - 19. Ron Clarke (Australia) ‘
15. Janis Lusis (USSR) : - 20, Mohamed Gammoudi (Tunisia) .. . -

Yes, I thought Clarke should be there but no higher than I placed him ...
and I mightn’t have. placed Viren so high had I not seen him take the tumble
in that Munich 10,000m ... and if you think that I have some - third allegi-
ance to North Africa, just do look up your archives on Mimoun.and Gammoudi.
May I add here that the only thing I feel happy. about at'this stage 1is that’
my "Top.15" really do deserve to-be the first 15, but the seduence from no.
3-15 can be played about with endlessly,. I reckon. *But wot = no Britons?
Well, I think that Hemery easily makes my third "Ten" (alongside, for pre-
ference, and in no particular order,:Mal Whitfield (USA), Bobby Morrow
(USA), Bob Richards (USA), Herb McKenley (Jamaica), Adhémar F da Silva .
(Brazil), Lee Calhoun (USA), Valyeriy Borzov (USSBi_an@ftwo;out of:Adolfo -
Consolini (Italy) Ludvik Dangk (CSSR), Zdzis¥aw Krzyszkowiak .(Poland), and
Caston Roelants (ﬁqlgiug)),.bnt}l;seeino one elsé to join him in these
exalted regions - the value of the.first 4 min mile having" been grossly
exaggerated at a: time when its metric equivalent had: been achieved by sever-
al athletes., Come to .think of it, I am myself surprised to see no East Ger-
mans to consider.- .or are there? .. . e R

And if you don’t-like my choice, don’t jﬁét éénd me abusive letters - but
;oln me in asking: the Editor of "this ‘august publication.to launch a "poll"
and let’s settle itt: . ol o et -

/I am very pléased to throw opén Richard’s challenge :to other NUTS members
and look forward to receiving your entries. Perhaps -a- scoring system on

the lines-of 10, 9, 8 ... 1 could be used. Ed./ -

MISCELLANY (continued)

§ Two books of widely different genres which I’ve recently bought contain =~ -
items of interest to track fans: the first is perhaps an unlikely choice -
"Adolf Hitler: My Part in his downfall" by Spike Milligan (Penguin, 30p).-
There’s a marvellous description of the Southern Command Sports at Bexhili-
on-Sea in 194l (?) in which one Gunner Alexander Naze (pseud?) competed in
the high jump, "wearing a red hooped football jersey, elastic-waisted blue -
military P.T. shorts that reach just below the knee, grey army socks dangl-
ing round his ankles and white, slightly over~large plimsolls,"™ I won’t -
spoil your enjoyment by quoting further, but merely suggest you get hold of
a copy if you haven’t already read it. . S . e

The other “work is the faseinating new reference volume "The Shell Book of
Firsts" by Patrick Robertson (Ebury Press & Michael Joseph, £3.50), This
includes decent sections on the first:. athletics meeting; club; inter-
varsity athletics meeting; national athleties championship; indoor athleties
meeting; athleties track; relay race; athlete to use the erouch start; tele-
vised athletics and women’s athleties. - '
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Gordon

Ken

Philip

David

Rayfel

Adrian

William

Derek

Brian

Tan

Chris

lon

David

Paunl

David

Pirie
Whetton
Simpson
Foster
Kirkbride
Wood
Hewson
Hewson
Whetton
Thomas

Maplestone

, Banning
5 Douglas

Gibbon
Whetton
Wiggs
Iltoseman
Foster
Wilkinson
Weatherhead

Smedley
Wood
McKim
Simpson
Simpson
Whetton
Foster
Foster
Smedley
Wilkinson

Johnson
Wiggs
Kent-Smith
Banning
Bannister
Boyd
Ibbotson
Wilkinson.
Whetton
Mason

Macdonald
Smedley
Mooxrcroft
Simpson
Rose
Lawther
Macdonald
McMeekin
Hewson
Hewson

Wilkinson
Whetton
Clement
Ibbotson
Boulter
Simpson
Whetton
Whetton
Boulter
Whetton

10, 2.31

21.11.30

10. 6.48

20.12.52

Wl 555

2l B

1.10.41

g HoFs)
10.10.35

82855

5.12.48
Toilile52

10, 4.53

28less5

Oslo
Szezecin
London (WC)
Stockholm
London (CP)
London (WC)
Melbourne
Oslo

Los Angeles
Edinburgh (1)

Seattle,Wash.
London ECP%
London
London (CP)
London Ewcg
London
Oslo
London
London g
London

London g
London
London (WG
Tokyo
Szcgeecin
Motspur: Park
Leicester
Helsinki
Cosford

London (CP)

Turku
London gwcg
London (WC
Edinburgh (M)
Oxford
Melbourne
London (WC)
Gateshead
Lyon

Lisbon

London £CP;
London (CP
Edinburgh (11)
London (WC)
Athens

Christchurch,N.Z,

London (CP)
Wolverhampton
London (WC)
Budapest

London gwc%
London (WC
London (CP)
Naantali:
Oxford
Helsinki
Helsinki
London (VC)
Middlesbrough
Verona

28 Aug 61
2 Aug (7
22 Sep 67
) cljal g2l
29 Sep 73
19 Jul 57

25 Jun 57
19 Jul 69
22 Jul 70

15 Jun 72

22 Jun 74
12 Jul 74
16 May €4
16 May (:-4.
10 dug 65
14 Jul 72
14" Jul 72
13 Jul 73

13 Jul 74

12 Sep 64
17 Oct 64

24 Jul 68

6 Jun 70
13 Aug 71
17 Teb 73
29 Sep T3

- 30 Jul 6O
13 Aug 60
16.Jun 73

.1 Dec 56

30 Jun 65
26 Feb 67
17 Jun 72

14 Jul 72
15 Sep 72
16 Jun 73
31 Jul 65
18 Jul 73
31 Jan T4
20 Jun 74
17 Jul 74
28 May 55
29 Sep 5C .

12 Aug_69i
13 Jul 74

4 Jul 63
29 Jun 67
22 Sep 67
16 Aug (9
16 Aug 69




































